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Verses 1-10
Jeremiah, the Wailing Prophet 
Jeremiah 1:1-10 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The ten tribes of Israel had passed into captivity before God called Jeremiah. Judah was following hard in the path of her sister nation. Sin and iniquity were raging. Baal was being worshiped, and the abominations of the nations was Judah's delight. 

1. Jeremiah was a man called of God. God said unto him, "I formed thee * * I knew thee * * I sanctified thee * * I ordained thee a Prophet unto the nations." 

2. Jeremiah was called of God in a time of great need. The Lord spoke unto him in the days of Josiah. If ever a people needed warning from God, Judah needed it, 

3. Jeremiah felt his own inability. He cried out, "Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child." 

4. Jeremiah was encouraged of God. The Lord said, "Say not, I am a child." "Be not afraid * * I am with thee." 

5. Jeremiah was a man with God's message. "The Lord put forth His hand, and touched my mouth." "Behold, I have put My Words in thy mouth." 

6. Jeremiah was a man with Divine credentials. God said, "I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms." 

7. Jeremiah was sent to accomplish both a destructive and a constructive work. He was sent to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down. This much for his destructive work. He was sent to build, and to plant. This is descriptive of his constructive work. 

The believer of today must pull down as well as build up. He must destroy as well as construct. Jesus Christ came to seek and to save that which was lost, but He also came to undo the works of the devil. We need to lift men up, and place their feet on the solid rock; we need to establish the faith, but this by no means completes our task. We are sent to meet every evil work in an aggressive way. 

I. THE MESSAGE OF JEREMIAH (Jeremiah 2:1-2 ) 
The ministry of Jeremiah began with a twofold message. 

1. A message concerning the past. The Lord said unto Jeremiah, "Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the Lord; I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after Me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown." Those were wonderful days the days of Israel's first love. Israel was holiness unto the Lord. 

2. A message concerning Israel's apostasy. The Lord said, "What iniquity have your fathers found in Me, that they are gone far from Me, and have walked after vanity?" It is also impossible to conceive that a people who had had such a marvelous fellowship with God, and who had known so much of His power and grace toward them could have gone so far from Him. 

Israel even denied the Lord, saying, "Where is the Lord that brought us up out of the land of Egypt?" The nation had changed from her God unto the gods of the nations about them, which were, in fact, no gods. They had changed their glory for that which did not profit. 

Jeremiah cried out, "Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid." We need today another Jeremiah to sound forth the warnings, because God's people who bear His Name have forsaken Him, the Fountain of Living Waters, and are hewing out for themselves cisterns that hold no water. They are scattering their ways under every green tree. Oh, that the Church would return to her Lord! 

II. THE PLAINTIVE CRY OF THE PROPHET (Jeremiah 4:19-21 ), 
1. A call to repent. As we open the fourth chapter of Jeremiah, we hear the Prophet's call to the Children of Israel to repent. He says, "If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the Lord, return unto Me." Had Israel repented and put away her abominations, God would have established her in all her ways. She would have been unto the Lord for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory, unto the ends of the earth. 

2. A warning of disaster. Jeremiah declared unto Jerusalem that if she did not repent and turn from her sins God would bring evil against her from the North and a great destruction. He described the coming of the Gentiles against His people, as a lion coming out of its thicket to make the land desolate, and to lay the cities waste. 

Sin never pays. If a Christian imagines, because he is under Grace, he can, therefore, live as he list, he is sadly mistaken. Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth. 

3. Jeremiah's heartaches. The Prophet cried, "I am pained at my heart * * I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war." In the destruction that was about to fall upon Israel, Jeremiah saw a people whom he dearly loved being spoiled. He knew that they were foolish and without understanding, and yet he wept for them. 

We can never, as servants of God, be what we should be until the burden of the people is our burden, until their sufferings and chastisements cut us to the heart. God told an angel to mark every one who sighed and cried for the abominations done in Israel. Do we sigh and cry for the sins of the Church? 

III. THE PROPHET'S GREAT AMEN (Jeremiah 11:5 ) 
1. The Jehovah covenant. The Lord spoke unto Jeremiah, saying, "Thus saith the Lord God of Israel; Cursed be the man that obeyeth not the words of this covenant." Here is the covenant: "Obey My voice, and do them, according to all which I command you: so shall ye be My people, and I will be your God: that I may perform the oath which I have sworn unto your fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it is this day." 

Salvation is always by grace, but covenant promises of plenty are based upon personal or national fidelity. God will do things for us if we will follow Him and obey His voice. The moment, however, that sin comes into the heart and we walk in wickedness, that very moment we make it impossible for God to smile upon us and bless us. 

2. The Prophet's amen. When the Lord spoke to Jeremiah of His covenant and oath, the Prophet answered and said, "So be it, O Lord." Here was a loud amen. Every one of us should sound forth as hearty an "Amen" as did the Prophet. There are many promises which are yea and amen in Christ Jesus, and yet, they are made workable only as we walk in the Name of the Lord, and fulfill all His will. 

IV. THE PROPHET DESPISED (Jeremiah 11:18-19 ) 
1. Perilous times had come. The opening words of chapter fourteen describe Judah's dilemma. "Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof languish; they are black unto the ground; and the cry of Jerusalem is gone up." The story is pitiful in the extreme. 

Once more perilous times are upon us. Saints have had a form of godliness without the power thereof. They have given themselves over to lasciviousness and have become lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God. The land is being run over with violence; the covetous, the boasters, and the proud, the blasphemers, the unthankful and the unholy, are filling the earth. 

2. The conspiracy. The Prophet Jeremiah stood in the days of Judah's apostasy proclaiming the judgments of God. He sounded forth the sword and the famine that was about to consume them. Then it was that the people entered into a conspiracy against Jeremiah that they might destroy him. 

Jeremiah's words remind us of Isaiah's prophecy of Christ's crucifixion: "He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter." The difference lies in the fact that Jeremiah did not know that the enemy devised his destruction, but Christ did know. 

It is still sadly true: the people will not accept the truth. They are still saying, "Prophesy unto us smooth things." They want to hear, "Peace, when there is no peace." They want men to prophesy lies unto them. When a prophet arises who proclaims the coming judgments of the Great Tribulation, they cry out, "Away with him!" 

V. THE PROPHET'S PRAYER (Jeremiah 14:7-8 ) 
1. The Prophet made their sins his own. Jeremiah was pre-eminently a man of prayer. As he prayed, he said, "Though our iniquities testify against us, do Thou it for Thy Name's sake: for our backslidings are many; we have sinned against Thee." Jeremiah did not hesitate to link himself in with the sins of his people. He was one of them, and he suffered with them. 

We have before us a model in prayer. We do not ask God's blessings upon us because of any good that there is within us. We plead for "His Name's sake." It is His righteousness which lies always upon our tongue. We see in ourselves nothing but filthy rags. 

2. The Prophet saw in Christ the hope of Israel. He prayed, "O the hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble." The Lord Jehovah had always been Israel's hope, and He is still her hope. If God had not preserved His people, and watched over them, they would long since have ceased to be a nation upon the earth. 

The Lord was not alone Israel's hope, but Israel's Saviour. Why should Israel perish, when the Lord was near? Had she only cried aloud, she had been saved. 

The Lord is likewise the Hope, and the only Hope, of every poor, lost sinner. He is the Saviour, who is able to take away our sin. Let the sinner, therefore call upon Him while He is near. 

3. The Lord's rebuke. The Lord said to Jeremiah, "Pray not for this people for their good." He said that He would not hear their cry, nor would He receive from their hand an offering. God knew that the cup of their iniquity was full. He knew that their prayers would be insincere. If we expect mercy from God we must come with clean hands and a pure heart. 

VI. JEREMIAH IN SHADOW AND SUNSHINE (Jeremiah 20:9 ; Jeremiah 20:13 ) 
1. An impossible vow. Jeremiah became wearied as he pled with Judah, and as he saw his pleas trampled beneath their feet. He saw that the Word of the Lord was made a reproach and a derision. He cried, "I am in derision daily, every one mocketh me." Then it was that Jeremiah made a rash vow which he found he could not fulfill. 

The Prophet said, "I will not make mention of Him, nor speak any more in His Name." Jeremiah felt that he was casting his pearls before swine. When, however, the Prophet would have sealed his lips, he found that the Lord's Word was in his heart as a burning fire shut up in his bones, and he was weary with his forebearing, and he could not stay. 

2. Sighing turned to singing. While Jeremiah is commonly known as the wailing Prophet, yet, we see him now with his lips filled with praise. God has shown him the deliverance which He gives to the souls of the poor from the hand of evildoers. 

Did you ever see one, for the moment full of grief and sorrow, borne down by the darkness of despair? and then, suddenly, through the rift of the cloud the sun seemed to burst forth in its glory, and the heart that wept was filled with song? It is always so in the midst of our distresses, God gives light; in the valley of Achor there is hope. 

VII. JEREMIAH'S VISION OF COMING GLORY (Jeremiah 33:14-16 ) 
Shut up in the court of the prison, Jeremiah looked out and saw Israel's marvelous future. God let him know that He would not utterly cast off His people. Therefore, chapter thirty-three carries a vision of wonderful anticipatory blessing. 

1. A message of pardon. The Lord told the Prophet that He would cause the captivity, both of Judah and of Israel, to return; that He would build them as at the first; that He would cleanse them from their iniquity, and pardon them for their transgressions. 

2. A message of praise. The Lord said that His people should be to Him for a name of joy, and for a praise and an honor before all the nations of the earth. He said that in Jerusalem should be the voice of joy and of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the bride, and the voice of them that praised the Lord. 

3. A message of peace. Pardon and praise was to be followed by peace. The land that had been desolate was to be inhabited. The people who had been driven out were to be brought back home, and the cities of Judah were to be reestablished in peace. 

4. A message of prosperity. In the days of Israel's restoration, the fertility of the soil was to be restored, and the hills to be filled with flocks of sheep. Other Prophets proclaimed how the ploughman would overtake the reaper, and the sower of seed would follow him who gathered the grain. 

5. A message of political glory. In the days of Judah's glory, God promised that the Branch of Righteousness should grow up unto David, and He would execute judgment and righteousness in the land. This Branch of David is none other than the Lord Jesus, the Heir of David's throne. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"' As many times the sun shineth when the rain faileth, so there may be in the soul a mixture of spiritual rejoicing and holy mourning; a deep sense of God's love, and yet a mourning because of the relics of corruption.' All spiritual persons understand this. The inexperienced ask how a man can be 'sorrowful, yet always rejoicing.' But this is no puzzle to a Christian. Our life is a paradox. Never in the world elsewhere is there such sunshine of delight as we enjoy, and never such rain as that which damps our joys. It seems at times as if Heaven and hell met in our experience. Ours is a joy unspeakable, and yet an agony unutterable. We rise to the Heavenlies in Christ, and sink to the abyss in ourselves. Those who have seen fire burning on the sea, trees living and flourishing upon a rock, feathers flying against the wind, and doves vanquishing eagles, have begun to see a list of marvels, all of which are to be found within the believer, and much more of equal or greater singularity. 

"Lord, when my own experience puzzles me, let me be comforted by the thought that it does not puzzle Thee. What I know not now Thou hast promised to make me know hereafter; and there I leave it." 
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Verses 1-26
The Glorious Future of Israel 
Jeremiah 33:1-26 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The opening verse of our study says, "Moreover the Word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah the second time." 

This second vision was the vision of Israel's coming glory. The prophetic student of today needs this second vision. The first vision concerns the present world-drift of men. It is a dark picture, full of forebodings. Where is he who sees the world fast becoming, "As it was in the days of Noe," who sees the world rushing headlong into catastrophic and cataclysmic judgments; who does not grieve? 

Thus it was with Jeremiah. His tears continually were falling, and his heart was heavy as he saw Israel's coming captivity, and the devastation of the home land by the feet of Gentile conquerors. 

The Word of the Lord came a second time, and gave Jeremiah the wonderful vision of Israel's future glory. It was the time when Israel would be brought back from her captivity, and from her wanderings among the nations. 

1. The prophetic student of today needs this glorious vision of the coming age. What if the present age is hastening on in its denials of God, to war, famine and pestilence? There is a brighter day ahead. The Lord will soon be coming to cast the antichrist and the false prophet into the lake of fire. Satan will then be chained, and the Lord will reign in Zion. 

We who see the present destruction, should also see the coming construction. We who see the sorrow, and hear the sighs of this age, need, also to see the glory, and hear the songs of the coming age. There is a different perspective as we look around the next shore line. 

2. The prophetic student of today needs to call unto the Lord for a correct vision of coming things. Poor Jeremiah! He was, indeed, the weeping and the wailing Prophet. God had burdened him with the vision of His people's collapse. He saw, by Divine instruction, the judgments about to fall, and, faithful to God's command, he gave testimony to the king and to the people of the coming judgments. 

At the time of this writing, he was shut up in the court of the prison. It was then, that God said unto him, "Call unto Me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things which thou knowest not." 

Jeremiah's vision was circumscribed, and so, too frequently, is ours. The promise of God to Jeremiah is good to us. If we will call upon Him, He will show unto us those "great and mighty things," which, apart from Divine Revelation, we do not and cannot know. 

3. The prophetic student of today needs to know the certainty of God's marvelous future provisions for the children of men. After God had given Jeremiah the vision of Israel's glory (this vision will be the study of this message), then He said unto him, "If My Covenant be not with day and night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth; then will I cast away the seed of Jacob" (Jeremiah 33:25 ). 

God also said, "If ye can break My Covenant of the day, and My Covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and night in their season; then may also My Covenant be broken with. David My servant." 

This is the thought we wish to follow. The prophetic Scriptures are sure and steadfast. What God has promised, He will perform. To those of us who believe in God, the prophecies of the Bible are just as dependable as is the history of the Bible. We consider prophecy before it is fulfilled with the same assurance that we consider it after its fulfillment. 

I. THE CAPTIVITY OF JERUSALEM AND ISRAEL SHALL RETURN (Jeremiah 33:7 ) 
1. Israel's present overthrow. In Jeremiah 33:4 we read concerning the houses of the kings of Judah which are thrown down by the sword. In Jeremiah 33:5 , we see how the Chaldeans will come up to fight, and how Israel will meet them. We read of the dead bodies of men, which God slays in His anger. That, however, is not the only picture. 

2. Israel's future health and cure. Jeremiah 33:6 says, concerning the city of Jerusalem, "Behold, I will bring it health and cure." Not only that, but God will bring to the people a blessing. "I will cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth." 

3. Israel's return from captivity. Jeremiah 33:7 reads, "I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return." Please observe that this promise is to both of the Houses of Israel. The ten tribes and the two are, alike, to be brought back from captivity. 

Here is a promise made through Jeremiah, and by various other Old Testament Prophets, which we are now beginning to see fulfilled. Once more, Israel is turning her face towards the home land. The general restoration from their captivity will not take place until after the Lord's Return. However, God is already beginning to say to the north, "Give up"; and to the south "Keep not back: bring My sons from far." At this moment the Jewish fig tree is beginning to put forth, her leaves. 

The flickering rays of the morning sun, as they appear on the eastern horizon, are the harbinger of coming day; even so, the present hour movement of the Jews from Russia, and Germany, and from other parts, are the glimmerings which forecast the complete rehabilitation of Israel. 

God has spoken and He cannot lie. So long as His Covenant of day and night holds good, that is; so long as the sun rises and sets, His promises for Israel's restoration are sure. 

II. ISRAEL'S PARDON AND CLEANSING (Jeremiah 33:8 ) 
1. Cleansing and pardon are conditions of restoration. It would be of little use for God to restore Israel to the land, so long as Israel remained unclean, and steeped in iniquity. God, therefore, forecasts that Israel, at the time of her return, shall be cleansed from all her iniquity, and pardoned for all her sins. 

Sin brought on her present captivity. When she knew God, she glorified Him not as God, neither was thankful. Israel went so far as to worship other gods. Their hearts went out after an alignment with the Gentiles. They blasphemed the very Name which they had loved and honored of yore. 

2. Cleansing and pardon will restore Israel to her old-time favor with God. The Prophet Ezekiel fully demonstrates this. He speaks of how God scattered His people among the nations; of how they were dispersed through the countries, then he said, "For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you." In that day, when Israel is cleansed from her sins, God will give her a new heart and a new spirit, and she will walk in His Statutes, and keep His Judgments. In that day, she will dwell in the land which God gave to the fathers, and they shall be His people, and He will be their God. 

3. A nation will be born in a day. The Book of Zechariah says, the Holy Ghost speaking, "And I will pour upon the House of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son." No wonder that Israel will be forgiven, and cleansed, when such a repentance of tears falls upon them! 

III. ISRAEL'S GLORIFICATION OF JEHOVAH (Jeremiah 33:9 ) 
1. Israel shall be unto God, a name of joy. There is a verse in which the Lord said to Israel, that He had called her out of the nations and made her a special people, that she might be unto Him for a name, and for a praise and a glory, but they would not hear. The time is coming, however, when they will hear, Ezekiel puts it this way, the Lord speaking, "I will sanctify My great Name, which was profaned among the heathen, * * and the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes." 

If you will permit an application, may I say that one reason the world has lost all respect for the average church is because the church, by her words and deeds, has profaned His Name. Have we not read concerning the Church, "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light." 

Even, so was Israel called, but she defamed the Name of her Lord. However, according to our Scripture, she will yet be to Him, a name of joy; a praise, and an honor, before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear of all the good that God has done unto them. Then, the nations of the earth will fear and tremble for all the goodness, and for all the prosperity, that He procures unto them. 

How we should rejoice in the contemplation of that day when "the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." 

2. Israel shall be unto God, a praise and an honor. We offer here only a word of application. Saints are called "Christians" because they are bearing the Name of Christ. May God help us that, until the time of the Rapture, and of Israel's restoration, we may be faithful to our call, and hold high in honor and in praise, the glorious Name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

IV. ISRAEL'S TIME OF JOY AND REJOICING (Jeremiah 33:10-11 ) 
1. A solemn pledge of a glorious change. Jeremiah 33:10 begins, "Thus saith the Lord." This is our solemn pledge. Our God speaks with authority and with all assurance. "Again there shall be heard in this place, which ye say shall be desolate without man and without beast, even in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, * * the voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the Lord of Hosts: for the Lord is good; for His mercy endureth for ever." 

Here, indeed, is a remarkable contrast. The difference between the days of Israel's sorrow, and the coming days of her joy; between the days of her land's desolation, and the days of her gladness, is as great as the difference between night and day. 

2. The full significance of Israel's joy and gladness. Israel will once more sing, where she sighed. Her voice will be as that of the bridegroom and of the bride. Whereas she once defamed the Name of the Lord, she yet shall say, "Praise the Lord * * for ever"; whereas she once wept tinder the Lord's judgments, and blamed God for her sorrows, she yet shall say, "For the Lord is good; for His mercy endureth for ever." 

The Book of Psalms emphasizes the day of Israel's coming praise. Take these words as an example: "When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The Lord hath done great things for them." 

Thank God that the people who once went forth in tears, shall return with rejoicing. We can remember the days of Ezra and Nehemiah, the time when the walls were finished, and the people rejoiced. In Nehemiah we read, "That day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with great joy: the wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off." All this is but a foretaste of the joy and the rejoicing which await Israel when Christ shall return. 

V. THE LAND OF ISRAEL WILL BE BLEST (Jeremiah 33:12-13 ) 
1. For centuries there has been a curse upon the land. We remember how the land of Palestine was the choicest of all lands. It was pronounced by the spies "a goodly land." We remember how the spies brought back a display of the wonderful grapes of Eshcol. 

To a large extent, during the years of Israel's wanderings among the nations of the earth, the Canaan land, even Palestine, seems to have lost some of its productive powers. 

At this time, however, the early and the latter rains are being restored. This is in accordance with a promise of the Spirit in Joel, "Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for He hath given you the former rain moderately, and He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall overflow with wine and oil." 

We insist that this far-flung prophecy, which, in the Book of Joel, is definitely connected with the Second Coming of Christ, is already beginning to manifest itself. 

God is about to restore to His people, the years that the locusts have eaten. The time will not be long, when they shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the Name of the Lord their God as they eat. 

We know that the darkest hour for Israel lies just ahead. It will, however, not last for long, and then the Lord will come. 

2. The present day reveals a portion of the land's former fertility and fruitfulness. Palestine has become a great center, giving to the East an abundance of the finest oranges which are known. Thank God, for the promise that the land which was desolate, shall be filled with shepherds causing their flocks to lie down. The days are coming, when the Lord will perform that good thing which He has promised unto Israel. 

VI. THE BRANCH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL GROW UP UNTO DAVID (Jeremiah 33:15 ) 
1. Who is the "Branch of Righteousness" which shall grow up unto David? In Isaiah 11:1-16 we read, "And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots." This Branch is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. He is called the Branch of David, because Christ was begotten of the Holy Ghost, and born of a woman, who was of the Seed of David. 

From time immemorial, even in the Garden of Eden, God said the "Seed" of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head. The Bible tells us that Christ was in the loins of Abraham, and He was, because Mary was there. 

We read in Peter's Pentecostal sermon these words: "Let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, * * being a Prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, He would raise up Christ to sit on His throne." 

Surely Jesus Christ is a Branch of Righteousness, because He knew no sin; He did no sin, and in Him there was no sin. He was righteous because the Holy Ghost came upon Mary, and the power of the Highest overshadowed her, therefore, that which was born of her was holy. 

This Branch of Righteousness was born and shall grow up unto David, because the lineage of Christ came down from Adam and Eve, through Abraham, and David, unto Mary; and because, also, Joseph, the husband of Mary, and therefore, the legal though not the actual father of Christ, was of the kingly line from David down to himself. 

2. When shall the Branch grow up unto David? Our key verse says, " In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of Righteousness to grow up unto David." Those days and that time, are the ones described throughout the whole chapter, even the days when the captivity of Judah and of Israel, shall be returned. They are the time when God will cleanse Israel from their iniquity; when they shall be a joy and praise and honor to God's Name. They are even the days and the time when the voice of joy and of gladness, and of praise to the Lord of Hosts shall have come. 

VII. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE REIGN OF THE BRANCH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Jeremiah 33:15-16 ) 
1. He shall execute judgment and righteousness in the land. The Holy Spirit, in Isaiah, says concerning the Branch that shall grow out of David, "The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; and shall make Him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and He shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears." 

This wonderful Branch shall judge the poor in righteousness. He will judge the meek of the earth with equity. When He comes in the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory, He will smite the earth with the Rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked one. 

With the first judgments of His Return accomplished, righteousness will be the girdle of His loins, and faithfulness the girdle of His reins. 

2. In His days, Judah shall be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely. Go back with us just a moment to the third verse of this chapter, where the Lord told the imprisoned Jeremiah, "I will * * shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not." What a comfort it must have been to the wailing Prophet to see this far-flung and all-glorious hour of Israel's restoration and safety. In those days there will be no enemy to harass, and no foe to be feared. Israel shall be called after the Name of her Lord, even by the Name "The Lord our Righteousness." 

3. The throne of the House of Israel, even David's throne, shall never be vacant again. The Lord Jesus will reign upon that throne forever. There will be no successors. There will be no insurrections and overthrows. The centuries will come and the centuries will go during the period commonly known as the Millennium. 

We read that Christ will reign until He has put all enemies under His feet. Then, the Kingdom will be united with the Kingdom of the Father, with headquarters in the Holy City, the New Jerusalem. In order to memorialize Israel, the names of the twelve tribes will be engraven forever upon the gates of the city. Thank God for Israel's glorious future. Thank God, also, that the Gentiles shall enter into her glory. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Israel has long been hated, but nothing can keep her from her coming glory. 

"A well-known Christian had been arrested and thrown into prison by order of the Roman emperor. A philosopher was sent for at the command of the emperor to devise the best means of punishment. 

Said the emperor 'What shall I do with him, shall I confiscate his goods?' 

'It would be no use,' said the philosopher, 'for he says he possesses the unsearchable riches of Christ.' 

'Shall I imprison him for life?' said the emperor. 

'Imprisonment won't hurt him,' replied the philosopher, 'for he says he has a Friend that sticketh closer than a brother, and who has promised never to leave him or forsake him." 

'Shall I condemn him to banishment?' 

'Banishment won't affect him,' replied the philosopher, 'for he considers himself a stranger and a pilgrim." 

'What shall I do with him?' said the emperor, with astonishment, 'shall I cut off his head?' 'Why,' replied the philosopher, 'that is the very thing he would like, for he says to die is gain, and he desires to depart and be with Christ, which is far better." 

In despair, the emperor said to the philosopher, "What then do you advise as the best punishment which can harm him most?" "There is only one thing," he replied, "which can give the Christian the greatest pain get him to sin ." 
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Verses 1-32
The Word of the Lord 
Jeremiah 36:1-32 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We want to show you how it was that Jeremiah spoke not his own words, but the words of the Lord. In order to do this, we want to place before you Scripture and verse, showing that the word of the Lord came to the Prophet. 

Jeremiah 1:1-2 To whom the word of the Lord came. 

Jeremiah 1:4 The word of the Lord came unto me. 

Jeremiah 1:9 The Lord put forth His hand, and touched my mouth. And the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put My words in thy mouth. 

Jeremiah 1:11 The word of the Lord came unto me, saying. 

Jeremiah 1:12 Then said the Lord unto me. 

Jeremiah 1:13 The word of the Lord came unto me the second time. 

Jeremiah 1:14 Then the Lord said unto me. 

Jeremiah 1:15 For, lo, I will * * saith the Lord. 

Jeremiah 1:17 Arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee. 

Jeremiah 2:1 Moreover the word of the Lord came to me. 

Jeremiah 2:3 Saith the Lord. 

Jeremiah 2:4 Hear ye the word of the Lord. 

Jeremiah 2:5 Thus saith the Lord. 

Jeremiah 2:9 I will yet plead with you, saith the Lord. 

Jeremiah 2:12 Be ye very desolate, saith the Lord. 

Jeremiah 2:19 My fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God of Hosts. 

Jeremiah 2:22 Thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord God. 

The climax of these opening chapters, and of the chapters which follow, is in the part we are to study for today. Jeremiah 36:1-32 shows how God gave Jeremiah a special message, which the Prophet wrote in a Book. 

We cannot understand how anyone can reject the fact that "holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." God did, indeed, put His words in their mouth. The result is, that when we are reading the Bible, we are reading the words which God gave us, both for instruction and correction, reproof and doctrine. 

1. The Word of God is forever settled in Heaven. It is an unchanging Word. 

You remember how Pilate said to the Jews, who wanted to change the superscription on the Cross, "What I have written I have written." A thousand times more, may we say that God's Word stays written, as it was written. 

If some one urges you that God's Word is, therefore, not up to date, we hasten to reply, that when God wrote the Word, He was the Eternal God, and, when He wrote, all the future lay before Him. He knew, therefore, how to make His Word applicable to every age. 

By way of illustration, we call your attention to a seven times repeated statement, found in Revelation 2:3 . The expression is, "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith (is saying) unto the Churches." In each case, the expression was written to one local Church, but the word is applicable to all churches. When the Spirit spoke to Ephesus, He spoke to us. Thus it is that the whole Bible carries a message to the whole world, of every age and clime. 

2. The Word of God is forever authoritative. When Jesus Christ met the devil in the temptation in the wilderness, He unsheathed the sword which is the Word of God, and said, "It is written." He took the fifth Book of the Bible, which had been written for centuries, and with it, overthrew Satan in His (Christ's) own day. 

We are willing to grant that the Word of God has special applications to the people to whom it was written; we are unwilling to grant that the Word written, to whosoever it may have been written, has no message for us, upon whom the end of the ages have come. 

Take, for instance, the Book of Hebrews. The Holy Spirit continually reaches back into the story of the Children of Israel, their wilderness journeyings and their Canaan rest, and uses those events as types for the people who live at this very moment. Remember, the admonition in Hebrews is, "And so much the more, as ye see the day approaching." 

3. The Word of God, being authoritative, is written to be obeyed. One expression in the Bible should always be remembered, "Be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only." 

I. THE WORD OF GOD DOES NOT COVER SIN, AND PROPHESY SMOOTH THINGS (Jeremiah 36:1-2 ) 
1. Jeremiah was told to write the very words that God had spoken to him. It would be absolutely unfair to Jeremiah to say that Jeremiah said this, or, that Jeremiah said that. 

As the scene of this chapter opens, Jeremiah was in prison because of what he had prophesied. Jeremiah was in prison because of his faithfulness and fidelity to God. He was only telling what he had been told to tell. He was not to blame for what he said. 

The kings of Israel and Judah may have blamed him for what he said. However, if he had not said what God bade him to say, he would have been under the condemnation of God. 

It is in the Book of Jeremiah, that we have these words, "He that hath My Word, let him speak My Word faithfully." 

There were certain prophets in Jeremiah's time, of whom God said, "Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the Lord, that steal My Words every one from his neighbour." Again God said, "I am against them that prophesy false dreams * * and cause My people to err by their lies, and by their lightness." 

2. Jeremiah was told to write words of condemnation. Here is the statement of Jeremiah 36:2 . "Write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah." 

It may be more pleasant to prophesy smooth things, and to preach lies. However, it is written that if we fail to warn the people, God will require their blood at our hands. 

Think you, that the preacher of today should soft-pedal God's Word, concerning the present age? Think you, that he should cover up his testimony concerning the Divinely revealed conditions of the last days? 

There is just one thing for us to do, and that is to preach the preaching that He bids us. 

II. GOD'S PURPOSE IN HIS WARNINGS (Jeremiah 36:3 ) 
1. God's warning messages are His call to men to repent. When Jonah was commanded to go over to Nineveh and preach, "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown," his message was given that the Ninevites might repent. And repent they did. For this cause, God, for the time, held back their destruction. 

There is no joy in the heart of the Lord, in proclaiming dark forebodings. God, however, does not want to destroy men. He would that all might repent and come to the knowledge of the truth. 

God warns His people the same way, and for the same reason that we would warn our child. If we saw an auto-mobile about to crush our loved one, we would lustily cry to the child to flee. 

God speaks to us of the coming destruction which awaits this godless age, in order that we may enter into the Covert from the storm of His fiery wrath, and indignation. 

2. When men reject God's warning, they show that they are worthy cf all the judgments which God is about to send upon them. If a man refuses to be warned, he has no one to blame but himself. If he rushes on madly into the vortex of disaster and of death, why should he be pitied? 

How plaintive was that word from the lips of our Lord, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the Prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not"! 

These words may well be placed side by side with the words of our key verse: "It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil * * that they may return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin." 

God would spare them they would not be spared God could not spare them. For this cause, it was written: "Behold, your house is left unto you desolate." 

If the sinner, or the saint, refuses to repent, even God can do naught but send His judgments upon them. 

III. PROCLAIMING THE TRUTH WHEN ENDANGERED WITH MARTYRDOM (Jeremiah 36:5-7 ) 
1. Jeremiah hastened to obey the Divine command. He knew that he could not, personally, go before the people, as he had of yore; therefore he called Baruch to go and read the roll, which he had just written from Jeremiah's mouth, even the words of the Lord. 

We thank God that He has His heroes; His men who are not afraid to preach the truth. 

Bear in mind, readers, that we are not urging upon you, or anyone, to wave the red flag of warning just for the thrill of the shock that it will cause. We are not calling upon you to run ahead of the Lord, but to faithfully proclaim His Truth. 

God's martyrs may not now be called upon to lay down their lives for their faith. They may, however, be called upon to walk a pathway of isolation, and of degradation. 

Nevertheless, the spirit of the martyrs should prevail. We read, "They loved not their lives unto the death." Let us cast our lots with that group of faithful witnesses. 

2. Jeremiah sought to instill into the heart of Baruch, the spirit of compassion, as he read the Word. To Baruch, Jeremiah said what God had said to him, "It may be they will present their supplication before the Lord, and will return every one from his evil way." 

When we preach the judgments of God, we must not preach them as Jonah preached, for Jonah wanted Nineveh to be destroyed. 

We need to know both the passion and the compassion of Christ toward sinners before we pronounce God's judgments. 

In the twenty-third chapter of Matthew the darkest anathemas which ever fell from the lips of the Master were pronounced against the scribes and the Pharisees. The whole chapter trembles under the thunderings of that oft-repeated word, "Woe!" 

If, however, we want to get the full heart of Christ as He pronounced the "woes," we must not fail to read the verse we quoted before, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, * * how often would I have gathered thy children together." There were sighs and sobs in the heart of the Lord as He spake His judgments. 

IV. FASTING BEFORE THE LORD WITHOUT REPENTANCE (Jeremiah 36:9-10 ; Jeremiah 36:15-16 ; Jeremiah 36:18 ) 
1. The fast is called. Jeremiah 36:9 tells us that they proclaimed a fast before the Lord to all people in Jerusalem, and to all people that came from the cities of Judah. It was at this fast that Baruch read all the words in the ears of the people. The result of the reading of the words, we will note a little later on. 

The scene before us is unmistakably sad. There was a people coming to worship before the Lord, even with fasting, and yet, they were rejecting the words of the Lord. 

In that same remarkable twenty-third chapter of Matthew, the Lord in His anathemas said, "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayers: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation." 

Again the Lord said, "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the Law, judgment, mercy, and faith." 

Isn't it unspeakably sad that people can go to the house of God and carry out every ritual of a sacred service, and every form of a holy worship, and yet, go on in their evil ways? They come as the people come; they hear the Words of the Lord, but they never do them. They sit as the people sit, they bow as the people bow, with their mouth they show much love, but their heart goeth after covetousness. The Lord is unto them, as a very lovely song, of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument: for they hear His Words, but they do them not. 

2. The Word is set aside. There is not one suggestion in our chapter that the people who heard the Word of God wept, or prayed for mercy. There is nothing to even suggest that they were ready to turn from their evil ways. 

Oh, church of God, awake! fall upon thy face and repent of thy evil ways, lest the Lord will come upon thee, and remove thy candlestick! 

V. THE PRINCES TAKE CHARGE (Jeremiah 36:14-19 ) 
1. The voice of the leaders. When the princes of Judah heard of what Baruch had read to the people, they sent for him. So Baruch took in his hand the roll, and came in unto them. They said unto him, "Sit down now, and read it in our ears." So Baruch read it in their ears. 

We can almost imagine that we see some dear young preacher, who has the courage of his convictions, as he stands before his congregation and preaches the Word. 

We can almost see that committee of leaders from the local church, as they bring the young man before them and say, "Tell us what, you preached to the masses." 

These leaders assume that they have the right to either approve or disapprove his testimonies. 

They may say to him what these princes said to Baruch, "Tell us now, How didst thou write all these words at his mouth?" Baruch quickly replied, "He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the book." 

Did the princes say "God hath spoken, and we must hear"? Not at all. They said, "We will surely tell the king of all these words." Then to Baruch they said, "Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; and let no man know where ye be." The princes were sure that the king, higher up than they, would be sore displeased. 

2. Who is the Head of the Church? Is there some one other than God who has authority over the men to whom God gives His message? Has God put the princes, or the king, or anybody else, over the local heralder of the Truth? 

Are men to preach the preachings that God gives, or the preachings that men O. K.? 

Are men to leave unsaid any word which God commanded them to say, simply because some one opposes them? 

Are men to preach, and some one to report their preachings to the bishop, or the king, that he may pass upon it? 

Are men to preach, and then to run and hide themselves, for fear of their popularity? 

Nay, we will recognize but one Head of the Church, and one Master, and we will preach the preachings that He gives us. 

VI. REACTION OF THE KING (Jeremiah 36:20-26 ) 
1. The new reader. When the princes came before the king, they told him of the roll, which Jeremiah had written from the Lord, and which Baruch had read before them. Then the king ordered the Word brought in, and Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king. The men commissioned of God had been set aside, and Jehudi placed in their stead. 

2. The reaction of the king. In Jeremiah 36:23 , we read, "And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth." 

This deed was by no means done without the approval, and perhaps, the command of the king. 

If the readers are amazed that anyone should dare to penknife God's holy Word, and to cast it into the fire, let them remember that the precious Word of God, the inerrant Word of Truth, is being penknifed all over the world today. It is being cast out, as a book of old wives' tales, and of useless fables. Its promises are counted as worthless, and its warnings as folly. 

Of old, Christ said to Judas, "Friend, wherefore art thou come?" Judas, the supposed friend and acknowledged comrade of the Lord, then betrayed Him with a kiss. Jesus became of old, a "Stranger unto [His] brethren." The Jews who should have opened their hearts to receive Him, cried out, "Away with Him." "Let Him be crucified." 

3. A remarkable statement. In Jeremiah 36:24 , we read, "Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words." How is it possible that the Word of God can thus be treated with contumely? First, they penknife it. Then they cast it into the fire, and then they mock it. They fear not. How evil is the heart of man! 

VII. GOD MOVES ON THE SCENE (Jeremiah 36:26-32 ) 
1. The Lord hid Baruch and Jeremiah from the wrath of the king. The man who will destroy the Word of God, will seek to destroy the man who preaches the Word of God. The Lord not only hid these men who wrote the roll, protecting them from the wrath of the king, but there is another thing that He did. 

2. The Lord ordered Jeremiah to pronounce a curse against the king. "Thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the Lord; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast?" 

This verse gives us our first insight as to some of the definite words in the roll. The charge to king Jehoiakim continues: "Therefore thus saith the Lord of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost. And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them; but they hearkened not." 

Think you, that he who penknifes the Word of God, and decries its message, shall escape the judgment of God? Against the modernists of today the "certain men" described in the Book of Jude, who have crept into the church unawares, and have turned the grace of God into lasciviousness, "denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ"; against these God has said, "to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever." 
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